
From Ian Nurser, Chief Executive Officer

As 2020 draws to a close, I would like to start by saying how proud I feel of every child,
member of staff, parent and the local community for the positive way everyone has
dealt with the immense challenges thrown up by the COVID 19 pandemic. The fact that
dedicated and skilled scientists have managed to develop a vaccine for COVID 19 fills
me with hope that life for everyone will be able to return to normal next year.

 As the work in this newsletter demonstrates, the children, as always, have proved to be a credit to their
families, to their schools and to their local communities. Despite school and bubble closures and some
restrictions to the normal daily school routines, the children have returned to their lessons so positively,
they have been an inspiration to us all. Please take some time to have a ‘cuppa’ and read through the
examples of children’s work below – I am sure that you will join me in being really impressed that they have
achieved so much in such difficult circumstances. 

I would also like to thank the children for engaging so well with their home learning tasks during closure or
self-isolation, and also their parents for continuing to support them so well. I fully appreciate that the past
year has been extremely challenging for families, particularly for those with children who were unable to
return to school during the Summer Term or to meet their friends. I would also like to thank parents once
again for their patience during 2020, with the all of the uncertainties of dealing with school closures, partial
returns and, of course, home learning.  The support of families as an absolute cornerstone of effective
education – once again, thank you! 

Headteachers and school leaders had to work really hard to keep parents informed about their plans -
schools do not get any advance notice of government statements so they had to act swiftly in response to
what were daily announcements of policy changes. 

 I would also like to sincerely thank every member of our school and Trust staff for working so hard during
2020 to cope with the unprecedented changes in education, and all done at an unprecedented pace of
change! They have all shown remarkable dedication and flexibility in continuing to do their very best to
ensure children remained safe, often significantly changing their normal working practices.  Many staff
risked their own, and their families’, safety and wellbeing to ensure children could continue to be educated
as well as possible during the extended partial school closure. Thank you everyone – your efforts in caring
for the children really have been appreciated.  

Of course, we know that, despite the positive news of the vaccine, the pandemic is not over.  Be assured that
ensuring the safety and welfare of the children remains the key priority for all Empower Trust staff.  All
schools will continue to undertake robust risk assessments to ensure the safety of children, staff, families
and the community. 

Mrs Nicky Hey and Mr Simon Hey are leaving as Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher of Greenacres
Primary School at the end of term following 30 years of dedicated service.  I am sure that you will all join me I
thanking them for all of their hard work over such a long period and in wishing them a happy retirement.  I
am sure that you will also join me in welcoming Mrs Suzi Bray as she starts her new role as Headteacher at
Greenacres. 

Finally, I hope that every child, family member and member of staff has a restful and Happy Christmas and a
Happy New Year!  I am optimistic that 2021 will be a great year for everyone!

Ian Nurser
Chief Executive Officer 
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Lockdown didn’t stop us this Autumn- we have taken part in many exciting and enjoyable activities that have also helped us to
learn many new things and to benefit from new experiences. 

Our school community marked Remembrance Day on the 11th November by holding a 2 minute silence in all classes. Year 3
also held a Remembrance service in our spiritual garden and placed poppies on our special tree.  One of our year 3 pupils, who

is also a school councillor, laid a special wreath at the Cenotaph on behalf of our school together with our local Mayor. 

55 from Wem were killed in the First World War. We know
their names and each one is remembered on our town War
Memorial. They are all remembered every year. 

20 from Wem were killed in the Second World War. We know
nearly all went to St Peter's School (then it was on Noble
Street). When they went to their next school it was either to
secondary school on our school site or Thomas Adams. 

Learning about our local history 

Why is Remembrance Day important for our town of Wem? 

We were very proud of the children who were respectful and
reflective when acknowledging this important occasion. 

Learning about nature and life skills

During Reception’s outdoor learning sessions they learnt how to
make a camp fire and fire safety.  They enjoyed making popcorn
on the campfire as well.  They learnt important safety messages

about being careful around fires!

Out and About

We even managed to get out and about before lockdown. Year 4
and 5 bubbles visited Whixall Moss and carried out a range of

tasks. These included: some pond dipping, where they managed
to find a raft spider, water boatman, water beetles, a dragonfly

lava skin and much, much more. They also learnt about peat bogs
and their importance to the environment, as well as hunting for

fungi and carniverous plants.

Remembrance Day



 

Diwali celebrations were held around the
country between the 12th and 16th

November. Unfortunately, due to lockdown,
people were unable to celebrate as normal

but we enjoyed learning about the festival in
our bubbles. 

Diwali lamps and Rangoli patterns  

Making a Difference for Others

It wouldn’t be November without Children in Need! We dressed up as Pudsey or
wore our pyjamas to raise funds for this great cause.

We learnt that Diwali is the
five-day festival of lights,
celebrated by millions of

Hindus, Sikhs and Jains across
the worlds. It is a festival of

new beginnings and the
triumph of good over evil, and

light over darkness.

Respecting other cultures and faiths 



Being creative

Year 6 got arty- creating, sketching and
modelling dragonflies. The art work was

extremely impressive and a lot of time was
taken to make beautifully detailed pencil

sketches before the modelling and making
happened!

Keeping active

We have been lucky to be able to use our local
tennis club, which is right on our doorstep, for our

PE lessons.

Staying Safe Online 

 In our computing curriculum the older children
explored why and how photographs online may have

been edited. They discussed how we shouldn’t assume
that everything we see online is true and then they

digitally altered a photograph of themselves.



Local artist Sarah Evans recently invited children and young people
between the ages of 0 - 19 years to participate in helping her to achieve the
1000 Little Artists Challenge. The finished project will be presented to the

Mayor of Whitchurch and hung in the Town Hall.  

 Congratulations to Jack, age 6 from Market Drayton Infant School who
contributed to the challenge and was presented with a prize for his entry

from the Deputy Mayor of Whitchurch. Well done Jack! Super work! 

You can see Sarah transforming Jacks image onto silk on this video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=dOytraOS1B0&fbclid=IwAR14B9oXcSUII3gyNdb0E-
TsNxwrv4L0bGcMXOM5ZjyK4GCbj2_yZed6dpo

1000 Little Artists Challenge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dOytraOS1B0&fbclid=IwAR14B9oXcSUII3gyNdb0E-TsNxwrv4L0bGcMXOM5ZjyK4GCbj2_yZed6dpo


Please find to follow a lovely article that appeared in
Issue 29 (Oct/Nov 2020) of the Drayton Messenger by

 Councillor Alan Cartwright.  

Article in the Drayton Messenger



Year 3 did some fantastic artwork for
Remembrance Sunday.

We had year 6 bikeability in school for 4 days last week
and the children competed level 1 and level 2.  The

children had a brilliant time and the instructors were
very impressed with them all.

Bikeability



Joe Wicks PEJoe Wicks PEJoe Wicks PE   
forforfor   

Children in NeedChildren in NeedChildren in Need   



ArtArt

For one of our first pieces of writing in year 6, we had
to use all our powers of persuasion to encourage
people to buy this particular house. We looked at

examples of advertising on the Rightmove website and
then applied this when writing our own.

English 
Persuasive Writing  

In art, we used different
pencil techniques to

shade 3d objects. We then
applied these techniques
when drawing the hands.



As part of our RE learning, Year 6 have
been understanding Islam and, in par-

ticular, the month of Ramadan. We learnt
that Muslims believe that Ramadan is a

month of giving and caring. 

We decided to create our own
‘kindness calendar’ which will help us

to be kind to one another and
ourselves. Every day for 30 days- the
same length as Ramadan- we have

decided on an act of kindness which
we will carry out. Some are as simple

as smiling, others involve being
thankful to people around us. The
children are really excited to start

using them!

Religious EducationReligious EducationReligious Education   

Maths - number  



As a basis for our topic work, the children began by recapping the
countries in Europe and where they are on a globe. From there,
they studied and mapped the spread of the Roman Empire. In
their Geography sessions, they have used atlases, Google maps
and Digimaps to identify physical and human features of two
areas of Europe; the West Midland, UK and Lazio, Italy. They then
used this information to compare the two areas.

Once they had developed an understanding of where Rome was
in the world, they began to investigate the Romans. They
explored what Britain was like under the rule of the Celts and
how Britain changed once the Romans arrived. Using their
understanding of chronology, they placed the multiple attempts
at the Roman invasion on a timeline, learning that it took several 

To support our curricular learning, Year 5 went on a trip to Shrewsbury Museum
and Art Gallery. We all had a fantastic day and took part in several workshops
based around the Romans. The children began the day exploring a Celtic
roundhouse and discovered how the Romans invaded. They explored differences
in how the Celts and the Romans lived and dressed. Some children were able to
dress up as Romans and discovered that their woollen clothes were incredibly
warm! In order for them to explore the artefacts, they were given a ‘shopping list’
of objects to find around the museum that a Roman family might need to buy in
order to hold a dinner party. Some of the items on display were quite surprising-
our favourites being the strigil (a type of curved razor for scraping oil off the body
after having a bath), some bottles of eye medicine and tiles that were stacked to
help to create under floor heating. 

Topic
This half term, Year 5 have been studying the Romans
as part of their topic work. This has been incorporated

across the curriculum but particularly in Art, D&T,
Geography and, of course, History.

attempts for the Romans to successfully invade and that they were met with a lot of resistance from
the Celts.

As part of the Romans topic, the children researched, designed and created a Roman inspired chariot.
We explored why chariots were used on the Roman roads and who would use them.

After that, they were split into three groups; one group had a go at making Roman mosaics, another
used a quern, two stones stacked on top of one another, to grind wheat to make flour and the final
group got to handle some real-life artefacts including a roof tile that had an ancient Roman cat paw
print in it! We had a fantastic day and it was commented on by museum staff at the children were
incredibly well-behaved and asked some impressive, well thought out questions. Well done Year 5!

Shrewsbury Museum & Art Gallery  



We have had a large focus on PSHE this term and
within this curriculum, year 5 teachers have carried out

Mindfulness sessions with the children, which will
continue throughout the year. 

The children discussed what ‘mindfulness’ is and how
this state of mind and awareness can improve your

mental health and wellbeing. Year 5 have successfully
completed their first mindfulness challenge: the 1-

minute challenge. They all immersed themselves into
the present moment by concentrating on a point in
their body where they could feel the sensations of

breathing.

In maths, year 5 have been focusing
and recapping on the following

areas: place value, rounding,
negative numbers, addition and
subtraction. By focusing on the

concrete models, it has enabled the
children to remember key concepts
and embed their understanding in

their reasoning and problem-solving
questions.

Year 5 Maths 

PHSE / Mindfulness



English: 

In Year 4 we have been focussing on writing newspaper

reports.  This began with a cold write to get an idea of what

we thought a newspaper should look like (composition). We

then brought in a model text to make the children aware of

what a good newspaper should look like. Inverted commas

were introduced as our newspapers needed to contain a

witness statement. After writing some newspapers together

and learning about fronted adverbials to show when, where

or how something happened, we were able to compose a hot

write newspaper about a girl going missing and being found,

based on our class text, ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’.

Maths: 

We have recapped skills learnt in Year 3 with 3-digit

numbers and used these to help them learn how to

order, compare, round, partition and represent 4 digit

numbers in different ways. We have also been

introduced to negative numbers and Roman Numerals.

History and Geography: 

We have recapped the continents of the world and the

countries in Europe. We’ve looked at where the Ancient

Greeks fit into world history and the events that

occurred during the Ancient Greek period. Our walk into

Shrewsbury made us realise how much of our local

architecture is inspired by the Ancient Greeks!

Computing: 

Through our computing lessons we have learnt about how to protect information about

ourselves and how to recognise how reliable websites are. We have also learnt some internet

skills such as opening multiple tabs, adding to favourites and how to quickly find information

on a search engine.



                            PE: 

Year 4 have linked maths measuring skills and
the Ancient Greek Olympics to athletics. We have

practiced running, jumping and throwing
techniques to develop and improve their

performances for sprints, endurance running,
standing long jump and javelin. We have also

enjoyed cricket lessons

PSHE: 
We have been looking into why people make different

choices about the food that they eat. 

We have looked into fair trade, organic and free range food
options. We have also been learning about metacognition

and different learning powers such as resilience,
concentration and cooperation.

RE: 

This half term, we have been focussing on Judaism.
We have explored the story of Abraham and looked
at understanding the importance of Jewish people’s
relationship with God. The children have compared

what they have learnt about the Jewish religion with
Christianity, Islam and Buddhism to understand
Jewish h traditions and customs compared to

others.

Franca
is

Franca
is

Franca
is   

In French, we have revised the numbers 0-30 and have learnt
the names for the numbers 31-40. We have also focussed on
pets, learning their names and discussing what pets we have.

Reading: 

We have just finished reading
‘The Firework Maker’s

Daughter’ by Philip Pullman.
We will be using what we

have read as a starting point
for writing our own firework
stories and poems after half

term



The highlight of this term was our fantastic trip to the
Shropshire Hills Discovery Centre. Across the day

pupils enjoyed various activities including cave
painting using paints made from soils and sands,

using a ‘Fire-bow’ to try to start a fire, developing their
hunting skills by stalking and capturing a ‘deer’. They
also had an enjoyable walk around Onny Meadows
learning about different types of rocks and carrying

out a soil investigation. The part of the day that stands
out for most pupils, however, was the chance to see

the skeleton of a fully grown Woolly Mammoth up
close!What a busy term! We are all looking forward to

seeing you after half term when we start our new
‘Ancient Egypt’ topic.

In English this term, we have been looking at narrative
writing. Our story (Elf Road) has been about a character
that discovers a new world and linked in beautifully with

our class text ‘The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe’. We have really enjoyed
reading our class text, and we used it to give us

inspiration for creating beautiful setting and character
descriptions. We also learnt the Elf Road story using

pictures and drama, and we looked at the original text
to identify different features that the author had used.

Afterwards, we retold the story with some of our own small changes
built into it, and we practised writing it out in our innovation version.
Finally, we got to create a completely new version of the story using

the same features. Our stories turned out really well, and we are
very proud of all the hard work we have put into improving our
writing. We got to practise lots of different techniques and skills
such as using commas in lists and using descriptive words and

phrases. Take a look at some of our amazing work in the
photographs.

Well what a busy start we have had in year 3! Our new
pupils have settled into life at St. George’s incredibly well

and have made their new teachers proud with their
positive ‘can-do’ attitude across all subjects.



Our RE topic this term has been Diwali and

pupils have enjoyed learning the story of

Rama and Sita, learning how Hindu children

celebrate Diwali and making our own Diva

lamps out of clay. The sense of belonging

generated through Diwali celebrations has

linked to our PSHE where we have discussed

our own wellbeing and how a Growth Mindset

can support us as we deal with setbacks.  

Our first topic of this year has been ‘The Stone Age’. We

have looked at the changes that took place in Britain

through the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic periods. We

have learnt about Stone Age houses and how people lived,

researched animals that lived during this period and thought

about how archaeologists piece together clues to help us

understand the past. 

In our art lessons we have developed our skills using pastels,

paint and charcoal and applied these skills to produce our own

pieces of Stone Age cave art.  

We have even thought about our Stone Age topic in our PE

lessons where we practised our throwing skills using spears

and rocks (foam javelins and tennis balls!) to hunt animals

(cones!) for our tea. We have continued to develop our ball

skills by working on our catching techniques.

                                                        MATHS

In maths this half term we have been looking in depth at place value of

numbers, using lots of different resources and images to help us with our

investigations. One of our favourite pieces of new equipment was the Cuisenaire

rods. The beauty of these is that each rod doesn't necessarily have a defined

value, so the children can compare many different sets of numbers.We

completed 3 investigations using the Cuisenaire. 

First the children worked out the value of the bars from 1-10 and then solved

problems such as: if the orange bar was valued at 100, what would the other

bars be worth? Finally, they thought about how many ways they could create 10

using the smaller bars.Following on from place value, the children have been

adding and subtracting mentally and using a written method. We have also

really enjoyed using the iPads and laptops to try out TTRrockstars and MyMaths.

Topic / Wider Curriculum 



Pupils have been extremely engaged in our unit of writing
on Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. They have immersed
themselves in a world of vocabulary and after modelled and
shared writing, were able to use these ideas during         
 independent writing.

In maths, we have been securing our knowledge of place
value including; 10, 100 and 1000 more and less, round to
the nearest 10, 100 and 1000, completing sequences and
comparing numbers using < (less than) and > (greater than).
Battles on Times Tables Rockstars have continued and
many children have challenged themselves on Maths Whizz
progressions.

Our South America topic continues with looking at the way
land is used building on the work we completed on biomes.
Did you know that South America has many biomes
including; desert, rainforest and tundra?

In science and PSHE we have ensured we know about how
to keep our teeth and bodies healthy as well as gaining an
insight into our digestive system. 

Fun fact: did you know that the small intestine is in fact
longer than the large intestine?!

Since joining the school, all the children have settled extremely well into their
new classes. To begin the term, in PSHE we have made a conscious effort to
focus on all our emotional wellbeing, to ensure that all the children felt safe,
supported and able to express their feelings openly if they need to. 

In English, we began with a focus on poetry, using story-mapping and actions to
both deepen our understanding of the poem and also to recite the poem it, as a
class.  We have also used The Gruffalo as a starting point to develop our
understanding of word classes and most recently have been using concepts from
The Write Stuff, to enrich the children’s vocabulary and writing strategies
including the key skill of editing! 

Our maths lesson have focused on Place Value and Addition and Subtraction, ensuring that children are confident with
the key skills which underpin the subject. We are also practising our multiplication tables which are essential to making
progress in maths, currently focusing on x3 with the division link.

As we approach half term, the children are creating their Moving Monsters, transforming their egg boxes to monsters
with the aid of a pneumatic mechanism in Design Technology. After half term we will continue learning about The
Roaming Romans in History, Earth Rocks will be the theme for our science lessons and we will aspire to speak a little more
Spanish as our knowledge of the Spanish culture widens.

YEAR 3YEAR 3YEAR 3

YEAR 4YEAR 4YEAR 4   



The children came back raring to go (thanks to all
of the support they must have received at home
during Lockdown!)!  We are learning all about
World War One and the children's interest is
infectious.  They have carried on with initiatives
from Year 5 such as the fiercely competitive
'Word War' and they are taking on new Year 6
battles in our spelling and arithmetic tests. 

They have been so accepting of all of our new
rules and procedures and they really are taking it
all in their stride.  One child said " Everything
takes a little bit longer but it is worth it to stay in
school!"  Because of their sensible attitude we
have been able to have all of our 'normal' lessons
within the timetable and they have quickly
plugged gaps from the time missed in Summer
Term.

What a busy half term it's been! The children have come
back into school eager and ready to learn, which is great
to see!  In English, they have loved creating their own
mythical beasts and learning how to write super
descriptive sentences, linked to our history topic of the
'Ancient Greeks'. Place Value has been our focus in maths;
recognising the value of numbers, practising how to
round and to read Roman Numerals. 

Inspired by Greek artefacts, we have experimented with
lots of mark-making, printing, and clay sculpture in our
art lessons. In science, we have learnt about different
forces and developed exciting experiments!

YEAR 5YEAR 5YEAR 5

YEAR 6YEAR 6YEAR 6   



Our lower school class groups have been partaking in outdoor
sessions on a rota basis this term, which have taken place in and
around the nature area and school field, taking advantage of the

wonderful autumnal landscape.  The sessions are largely child
initiated but include a variety of outdoor activities ranging from

den building to pond dipping to fire lighting.  The sessions always
prove popular with the children, who particularly like the

opportunity to enjoy hot chocolate and toasted marshmallows
around the campfire!



David Wilson Homes has paired up with a Shropshire primary school
and asked its pupils to let their imagination run wild to inspire the
future of homes.  

Children at Market Drayton Junior School were invited to take part in a
Room of the Future competition, organised by the five star
homebuilder. Situated close to David Wilson’s Drayton Meadows
development on Blandford Way, the pupils were asked to look to the
future and design a room that they believed would be possible in years
to come.  

Georgina Hall, Sales Manager at David Wilson Homes Mercia, said: “The
children at Market Drayton Junior School are the future generation of
homebuilders, and it’s important for them to use their creativity to
inspire new and innovative designs.  “The pupils’ entries were so
amazing, that we couldn’t just pick one. After narrowing it down to
seven drawings, we finally managed to choose a first, second, and third
place.”  

Charlotte Wharton-Jenkins, Art Co-Ordinator at Market Drayton Junior
School, said: “The children at Market Drayton Junior School have
thoroughly enjoyed inventing and imagining creative rooms fit for the
future for David Wilson Homes.  “Whether it be a popcorn-maker coffee
table, temperature sensitive curtains, expanding cupboards to store
slime or a relaxing massage sofa - our winners have brought the
impossible to life with their wonderful concepts. We thank you for this
amazing opportunity as it has given our pupils an insight into interior
design, architecture and working towards to real-life brief.”

SCHOOL CHILDREN LOOK TO THE FUTURE WITH 
DAVID WILSON HOMES IN MARKET DRAYTON

”  
The winner was ten-year-old Lucy from Year Five,
who’s unicorn adorned room included an endless
slime dispenser, an always charged laptop and
Nintendo switch, a carpet made of real grass, and
flipping wall that reveals a hot tub with a rainbow
slide to get in.

Nine-year-olds Ava and Harley, also in Year Five,
came in second and third place. Ava’s room
included windows big enough to see the whole
world, a tepee with an arcade inside, a sofa that
can turn into anything, and a TV so big that you can
teleport inside the screen.

Whilst Harley’s room included a popcorn maker, a
DJ setup, a boxing ring, and a waiter to take care of
every request.



The children in Caradoc class are
taking their roles as 'Super Sleuths'

very seriously! They are helping Nik and
Norva solve a murder mystery using
facts, evidence and deduction skills.

They are hooked!

We tweeted Sharna Jackson examples
of our newspaper reports. She was

impressed!

The Children in Early Years have been learning about
why we wear poppies. We started by watching a

short BBC animation that sees war as experienced by
animals in a WWI battlefield. 

The children in Reception watched part of the service
of Remembrance at the Cenotaph in London. 

The children have made poppies to be displayed
around the soldier statue at the front of our school

and have made poppies to take home.

Wilfred Owen School are proud to take
part in the National Breakfast

Programme. The scheme, in conjunction
with the DfE, provides children with a

‘Magic Breakfast’ bag to take home once a
fortnight.

Remembrance



On Friday 9th October we held a #HelloYellow day in aid
of Young Minds. It was fantastic to see so many of the

children join in with the ‘wear something yellow’ theme.
Both children and staff took part in mindfulness activities

such as yoga and increasing the awareness of young
people's mental health which is especially crucial at this

current time. 
In total we raised an amazing £266.02 for such a worthy

cause!

The children in Nursery have
enjoyed picking pears from our

school garden to have for
snack. 

They were excited to see what
the pear looked like when we

cut it in half and to taste them.

Clee Class  

Clee class (Reception children)
have been learning about circles

and triangles. They then looked at
the work by the artist Kandinsky,

who uses shapes colours to
produce his artwork. They then
had a go at creating their own

masterpieces using circles and the
results were amazing.



We are extremely grateful to Jeanette, Kay and Mr Bull
for all their hard work and thoughtfulness in enhancing
the outside Nursery area for the benefit of the children. 

They have begged and bought new resources, painted,
built and stained equipment, some of it having been
there for a long time, but benefitting greatly from a

freshening up. This kind of voluntary work is very much
appreciated, and shows the dedication of our staff

towards the children in our care. Thank you! 

Writing Success

One of the hardest things that children learn to do is to write. It requires developing
a fluent cursive script, learning the correct use of punctuation, accurate spelling,

using the correct tense, selecting the necessary words, putting ideas into clear
sentences and putting them in the right order.

As a school, we have been following a way of writing called 'The Write Stuff' created
by Jane Consadine, and this has included a number of 'live' online lessons led by her
and followed by children in many schools. We have been fortunate enough to have

had some of our excellent writing included in these lessons to show exactly how
effective writing can be in conveying ideas. Ella Jones has once again had writong

selected from all of those pieces submittted to be used t show children all over the
country what can be achieved.  



At the end of this term we say goodbye to Simon and Nicky
Hey, Headteachers at Greenacres, after a 30 year career at
the school. 

Over the years Greenacres has, like all schools, never failed to provide excitement, challenges and surprises, but
some are special to them. For instance, a major fire in 1996 resulted in most of the school being rebuilt, the
schools was  selected as the landing site for HM the Queen’s helicopter to deliver HRH the Princess Royal to an
engagement and they have spent years planting over one thousand trees to create an enormous Forest School
area on the school site.

On behalf of everyone at Empower Trust, thank you for your committed years of service to the school and  we
wish you a very happy retirement! 

A very warm welcome to Suzi Bray, who will be starting as Headteacher of Greenacres
from January 2021.  

Suzi has spent her teaching career working in several UK schools and also
internationally.  Having gained qualified teacher status at the University of Glasgow, Suzi
spent the early stage of her career driving forward curriculum development.  This
continued in Chicago where she was curriculum leader in a three-form entry private
primary school, achieving the highest status following her leadership through curriculum
accreditation. 

In July 2008 Suzi relocated to Cambridgeshire as Early Years Leader where she affected rapid change in a two form
entry primary school, raising attainment by successfully reimagining the Early Years environment and developing
effective early years practice. Suzi moved to the University of Cambridge Primary School to take on the challenge of
opening a new school as Assistant Headteacher; the first and only University primary school in the UK.  She gained
her NASENCo qualification in 2016 to support her role as SENDCo at the school.  Suzi developed Inclusive Practice,
leading and engaging support staff and teachers from across the county in professional development and providing
opportunities for professionals to share practice.  She engaged in policy development and research driven practice
working alongside members of the Faculty of Education.In 2018 the school achieved Outstanding following their first
Ofsted inspection; the first free school to achieve this as an initial judgement.   

Suzi relocated once more to be close to family in Shrewsbury.  While at Hadley Learning Community Primary School
in Telford, she embedded inclusive practice and worked as part of the school leadership team as Assistant
Headteacher and SENDCo. 

Working in an ever-changing profession, Suzi enjoys the challenges that her teaching career presents.  Research and
evidence-informed practice lies at the heart of her own professional philosophy and she believes that our children
have the capacity to change the world.

Thank you
!

Thank you
!

Thank you
!   

Welcome!Welcome!Welcome!   



Guided Reading sessions take place most days in school when children
have the opportunity to develop their reading skills. They will be working

with an adult alongside a small group of children of a similar reading
ability on activities tailed to their individual needs. Everyone will have

their own copy of the same text and have the opportunity to share their
thoughts, opinions and ideas about it. These books are an essential tool in

teaching the skills of reading and are an exciting mixture of fiction and
non-fiction covering a range of topics from Unusual Traditions to How to

Make Ice-Cream.

Other Reading Opportunities
Reading is an essential part of everyday

life at school and a necessity for learners
to access the curriculum. Children are

using and developing this skill throughout
all areas of learning on a daily basis and on
many occasions don’t even realise it. Here
are just of the few exciting activities that

have taken place.

At Woodfield, we believe that science should be a hands on, engaging and practical
experience for the children, an experience that feeds their natural enthusiasm and

curiosity and where children can see that all of their ideas, opinions and questions are
valued. Science draws upon other areas of the curriculum and allows links to be made
with prior learning, e.g. measuring the distance that a toy car travels down a ramp or

writing questions for others to answer using the correct punctuation.

The science curriculum at Woodfield has been
planned to ensure that all children are given the

opportunity to develop a broad understanding of the
world around them, it aims to give them a broad

basis from which they can develop their
understanding further as they progress through the

key stages.

ReadingReading  

Phonics is a method of
teaching children to read and
spell by breaking down words
into their individual sounds or
phonemes. It is when children
blend sounds together to read

whole words and when they
spell by breaking words down

into the individual sounds.
Phonics is being taught on a

daily basis at school and often
involves children playing fun

games

With this in mind, when it is relevant to do so, the children are exposed to areas of science beyond those set
out within the KS1 curriculum. For example, we have added learning about electricity and light and dark into
our Fantastic Ideas topic and have added in learning about the safe use of medicines into our Food, Glorious

Food and It’s Good To Be Me topics. We have done this in order to provide an enriched curriculum that
relates to the everyday world.

At school we aim to make all of our children confident readers. We
ensure a balanced mix of approaches to reading so that they

achieve the skills required, a positive attitude and confidence as
well as a lifelong love of books.
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