






Good bye! 



Central Team News 
Staffing Update 

Welcome!
A very warm welcome to Anne Tilley and Lisa Wright

who have joined us in the Central Team! 

Anne joined the trust as Finance Manager in June 2021 having
worked in the education sector for 15 years. 

 
Prior to joining the trust she worked as Finance Systems

Manager for a Multi Academy Trust over a period of 5 years.
During this time the trust grew from 5 academies to 25
academies plus a specialist post-16 institution. In this

position Anne played a key role in developing robust financial
systems and processes. 

 
Anne is a part qualified CIMA accountant, studying towards

becoming a fully qualified member of CIMA. She has also
completed her ILM Level 4 Diploma in School Business

Management and has a BSc in Economics from the University
of York.

 

 
 

Lisa is currently on a Secondment role with Empower Trust as
a Finance Assistant to provide support to the Finance Officer

and Operations Manager.
 

Lisa has worked in the education sector since 2010, where she
worked in a Gloucestershire Primary school as a Catering
Manager. She then joined Market Drayton Junior School’s

administrative team in 2014 as a receptionist before being
promoted to the role of Business Support Administrator. 

 
Lisa continues to work for Market Drayton Junior School in

her current role whilst on secondment with Empower Trust.
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Contact Us! 
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If you have stories, 

 pictures, fund raisers or

social media posts that

you would like included

in our Newsletter, please

email

Michelle.owen@empower

trust.co.uk 

We want to hear
from you! 





For this year’s calendar competition, we teamed up with artist Malcolm Hague to create paintings inspired by the month
of July, to celebrate our local area of canals and beautiful countryside.

 
 Children from each class, from Years 3 to 6, enjoyed an hour with Malcolm; learning how to apply paint directly onto the

paper, how to create a realistic landscape with a foreground, middle ground and background and how to apply detail using
perspective. When finished, Mrs Jenkins (Year 5 teacher), Malcolm and Suzanne Edwards (calendar organiser) looked back

through the completed artwork to decide on the finalists. 
 

Malcolm quoted, “I was blown away by the engagement of the students for this project. It is a really ‘big ask’ to expect a
finished painting in an hour or so, but your students stepped up and delivered spectacularly. I have never seen such

quality from such a wide range of ages in such a short period. I can’t wait to see the exhibition and please ask them all to
keep making art - some of your students will be the artists and designers of the future!”

 
Finalists will be exhibited later this year for all to see and calendars will be on sale too. 
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Our annual Sports Day took place in June, following strict Covid guidelines. Each
year group competed separately in both track and field events. The day was
fantastic and I am incredibly proud of all the children who took part and to all
those that cheered and gave encouragement to the competitors from the side-
lines. It was lovely to see children outside and enjoying being active again!

Also in June, we held our annual Kevin Mann memorial race. This event holds a
special place in our hearts and is something that the children look forward to
and aspire to be a part of each year. This event was also the first time that we
had the whole school together for in over twelve months (under strict Covid
regulations and bubbles socially distanced at all times). The atmosphere on the
morning was brilliant! I’d like to thank the children who took part for their hard
work and commitment in the lead up to the race and for being fantastic on the
day. You were all amazing and should be so proud of yourselves! Also, I’d like to
thank all of the spectators for your support and encouragement to all of the
runners – they really did appreciate it and were inspired to keep going!

 

SPORTS NEWSSPORTS NEWSSPORTS NEWS
Our first competition of the year was Gymnastics back in May. We
entered several teams into the competition ranging from year 4 to
year 6 and a mix of boys and girls. We also had some very talented
Gymnasts who entered the individual category. Each school who took
part, competed at their own school and Jason Tucker judged each
competition. Once all of the results were in, the winners we
announced and I’m proud to say that our year 5 girls team took 1st
place. There were some outstanding gymnastic performances on the
day and the children should all be extremely proud of themselves.

After what has been a difficult year for sport, it has been lovely to see the children
taking part in a range of different sporting challenges in the summer term.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Towards the end of June, we held our first interschool tennis

tournament in over a year. We entered two years 4 teams
consisting of a mix of boys and girls. Both teams played

fantastic tennis and won a place in the final at the end of
June. The final was just as exciting and again there was some

outstanding tennis played. Our A team were crowned the
winners of the whole tournament and the B team came in in

4th place (although there was only 3 points difference
between 3rd and 4th). I am confident that we will see both

teams at Wimbledon in the near future! Keep your eyes
peeled!

 
 

 
Also at the end of June, we played our first year 6 Rounders tournament
in over a year. We entered two teams, which consisted of a mix of boys

and girls. The standard was high throughout both rounds but the A
team managed to win all their games and were awarded a place in the
final (to be held on 6thJuly). The B team won one game and lost their

other, just missing out on a place in the final. Well done to both teams –
you were fantastic and you should be very proud of yourselves. You all
demonstrated superb School Games Values – thank you! We will keep

everything crossed for the A team in the final and keep you updated on
the result.

 
Finally, the whole school took part in Wellbeing Week the week

commencing 21st June. This event was organised by Energize to replace
the School Games Festival which was unable to take place this year due
to Covid restrictions. The aim of the week was to have fun while being

active. It also, as the name suggests, focuses on wellbeing with
resources and ideas for everyone. After the last year, we need to work
together to support each other’s wellbeing more than ever. Each class

kick-started the week by watching some videos of various sporting
heroes to help the children to think positively and to share some

examples of their sporting memories. The three challenges were Chest
Passes, Daily Mile and Skipping. Each day the children completed all

three challenges and strived to beat their personal best over the week.
The results were then collected and sent off to Energize to judge. I’m

proud to announce that our school was awarded the winning school for
the most improved Daily Mile challenge and the overall winning class
was 6LS! I’d like to say a huge thank you to all of the children and staff
for making this week so successful and for everyone’s hard work and
determination to be the best you can be. I’m very proud of everyone

that took part – thank you!
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In Year 5, we had an amazingly informative session all
about First Aid, with Alison from ‘Mini First Aid’. She

showed us all how to perform CPR and we practised it
on the dummies provided. We also practised how to put
someone into the recovery position and discussed how

best to treat burns, breaks and cuts. All three class
teachers commented on how well engaged all the

children were and feel safe in the knowledge that we
have so many First Aiders around!

 



Between the 28th of June and 1st of July, a large number of
our Year 6 pupils participated in a Bikeability course. To

start with, all of the children remained on the playground
to complete the level 1 course which they all passed with

flying colours. The children then progressed to Level 2,
which saw them cycling on the roads around Market

Drayton, demonstrating their skills. During the course, the
children were required to show that they were able to

maintain their bicycles to a road-worthy standard as well
as applying all the safety rules contained in the Highway
Code. The children were an absolute credit to themselves
and the school. Both of the instructors were full of praise

for the way the children focused and their impeccable
manners throughout. A massive well done to all who took

part, we are very proud of them all.    
 



Cooks 

Taster

Day

Hosted by WLP and Bidfood, great
networking/teamwork event food tasting and

communicating between trust schools.
 

Catering teams were buzzing with enthusiasm
afterwards and ready to take the reins in-house

from September!
 




