
Year 5 and 6 BIG Book Awards  

Year 5 and 6 children are all taking part in the BIG Book Awards 2022. It is a child-led
reading development project delivered into Shropshire primary schools, to find the
book published in the previous two years, that children aged 9 – 11 years old love the
most.

Each class has copies of each title that they can read. When they have read a book,
they gain a point which they can then use to vote. The purpose of Book Fest is to
expose children to new authors they might not consider but also to develop a
community of readers, regardless of their ability.

 Voting takes place in March for the best
book from the short list. 

In April, Year 6 are invited to a ceremony
to share the winning book. We truly
could not believe the BUZZZZ created
from the assembly that introduced the
book titles. All children were so eager to
begin their first book and experience the
unknown storyline ahead of them.
Already it has created so much reflection
and discussion because of having
common titles to compare. 



Rowan Class Visit 

We had great fun writing our names in melted
chocolate and then having a go at tempering on

marble worktops!
 

We also enjoyed a workshop on Maya history and
we re-ally impressed the teacher with our

knowledge of Maya Gods.
 



White Socks Theatre company visited school to deliver a performance for all
KS2 pupils. They had the opportunity to participate in a PSHE / pastoral

work-shop session which focused raising awareness loan sharks, budgeting
and financial education. There will be follow up PSHE lessons to target areas

of need in more depth.



EYFS Spotlight
This week we have been reading and retelling the

story ‘Whatever Next!’ by one of our favourite
authors, Jill Murphy.

Picnic on the Moon Comparing the number of bears in
the rockets using the words ‘more’ and ‘fewer’



Deva Roman Experience, Chester
Sycamore class visited Chester as part of their learning about the Romans.
The day began when we were met by a Roman Centurion soldier when we

arrived. He proceeded to lead us around the city of Chester shouting at the
top of our voices like Roman soldiers. We visited the Roman gardens and

learnt how the Romans fought—in straight lines in time with each other. The
children followed orders from their Centurion leader to hold their shield
and sword in the correct place to protect each other from the Brits. We

then moved on to the ruins of the amphitheatre where the children learnt
about what used to happen there and what the amphitheatre would have

looked like.

After dinner, we had a tour of the museum. The children learnt about how
the Romans arrived in Britain and how the army worked. They learnt

about what the soldiers did on their days off for entertainment and about
the Roman bath houses. It was a very enjoyable day with lots of learning

taking place.



This week in class has been Science week. We have been thinking
about the word ‘Growth’ and what this means. We related this
back to our plants topic and spoke about what seeds need to
grow. We also went hunting around the playground for things

that show growth.

Class 1 & 2 Science Week 

We have spent this week making seed bombs- combining
paper and water and mixing in seeds- we are going to plant
these in our Easter Gardens and see how this grow over the

next few weeks.



Class 1 & 2 Science Week 



Class 3 Science Week 



Celebrating Success
 

Well done to George (4CJ) who recently won a school
competition run by local house builder David Wilson Homes,
to design a Christmas card based on Christmas jumpers.
George received 20 printed cards featuring his design, to
give out to his loved ones, in addition to a £25 gift voucher.
Mrs Jenkins, our Art Coordinator, said “Our children love to
show off their creative side and what a perfect way to
share this with their local community. Our winner, George
created a classic design; a well-deserved winner!”

 
 

In November 2021 Market Drayton Rugby Club took part in
a fund-raising event for Hope House. As a whole, the club
raised £23,438 of the total £566,000 campaign! As part of
this event, Lysander (4CP) and his under 9’s teammates ran
a sponsored assault course and managed the most laps of all
the age groups with an astonishing 11,880m between them!
Lysander and two of his teammates equalled the most laps
overall and have certainly done their bit for the amazing
charity and did the Rugby Club proud. Lysander was new
to the sport last year and is now taking part in regular
rugby matches at home and away. A huge well done to
Lysander and all of the Under 9s Rugby Team!

 
 

We would like to congratulate Declan (5IR), the winner of
last year’s Year 4 Kevin Mann race and the 2021 Cross
Country Competition held at the Grove school. Under
normal circumstances, Declan would have gone on to
represent North Shropshire as part of the School Games
Competition, however, due to the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic, this event will sadly not be taking place this
year. Nevertheless, a fantastic achievement Declan;
hopefully you will have an opportunity to compete further
over the remainder of your time at the Junior School.

 
 

Esme (3KR) takes weekly dance lessons at the Maggie May's
dance studio and recently took part in their "Once Upon a
Dream" dance show at the Festival Drayton Centre, where
she is pictured (right) ready to perform with her
cheerleading team.

Well done for a super performance Esme!
 
 



I think birds will be

coming to live in our

nest - Phoebe

I think a little bumble
bee will like our nest

because we put lots of
flowers on there -

Florence 

We made a nest and I
loved doing it because it

was so fun and I've
never done it before -

Stanley

I think squirrels might

live in it because they

live in nests too -
Oliver 

I think our nest was

really, really cosy -
Charlie

We used flowers and
grass and rocks and

sticks to make a nest -Oscar

I saw lots of wiggly worms -Tilly

Class 4 Nest Building



We used stones, twigs, leaves, grass and feathers from the outdoor
area to help build our nests!

 

Class 5 Science Week
Ingenious Gentoos

 
As part of science week we took our learning outdoors.

Class 5 built nests just like gentoo penguins. We then tested
how strong they would be in the wind and the rain. Overall

Class 5 did an amazing job at building the nests!
 

Class 6, 7 & 8 Science Week
Year 6 found out that scientists age sharks by how long they are (there is a

relationship between age and length).
 

 We carried out a pattern seeking investigation to discover whether this
was the same for children. We worked out our age in months and

measured our height in centimetres. We then plotted this information on
a graph.

 



Class 6, 7 & 8 Science WeekClass 6, 7 & 8 Science Week



Class 7



Year 3 have been working hard this half
term, especially over the past couple of

weeks when we have been completing our
spring assessments. Lots of progress has
been made and we are very proud of all of

our pupils. In between, we have been
completing lots of different activities. 

 
We finished our fossil art project by

completing our printing onto fabric and
then sharing our work with our friends and

using the pieces to weave a final product
which we then framed. We’re sure you will

agree they all look fantastic.
 

Year 3 
 

British Science week was busy, with
a range of activities including

sunflower planting, making posters
about ‘Growth’, researching

scientists and exploring through
the Lego Workshop – it was all

great fun!
 

Just a few of our amazing Roman
projects...

 



Comic Relief!

We are completing an Art
Project based on the influential
19th Century fossil-hunter and
palaeontologist, Mary Anning.
As part of this we are learning

about different types of
printing, sewing and weaving. 

Year 3

We had a very exciting visit from
Shropshire Fire Service who helped
us to develop our understanding of
the importance of smoke detectors
in our homes. They also provided

the children with resources so that
they could work with their parents

and carers to make a safety plan
with a clear escape route should
the worst happen. We also got to

try on the helmets. 



Our current English focus is explanation texts which
the children have thoroughly enjoyed. Our lessons
focused initially on a text entitled ‘Until I Met Dudley:
How Everyday Things Really Work’ by Roger McGough,
who is a real whizz with inventions. The children then
devise their own silly explanations such as how a
washing machine works, how a lawnmower operates,
progressing onto designing and explaining a new
invention called a Teacher Pleaser. Throughout the
process, the children are incorporating the key
features of explanation texts, with accuracy and
creativity, whilst developing their flair for design and
invention.

Year 4
In RE the children have started a new unit of work
concentrating on Hinduism and what it means to be
a Hindu in Britain today. The children have been
looking at how similar and how different children
of their own age show their faith within their
communities. The children consider what it is like
being a Hindu in Britain today, and whether taking
part in family and community rituals is a good
thing for individuals and society. Although, we are
at the start of our journey into learning about the
Hindu faith, the children have been really enjoying
about finding out more about a different faith
within British society.

In Science, we have been exploring
‘States of Matter’ and completed lots
of exciting investigations. We have
acted as particles to show particle
arrangement, we have discovered
why fizzy drinks go flat and which
chocolate melts fastest and why!

The children have
competed their wonderful
artwork from last term,
practising and refining
their sewing skills. They
have applied running
stitch, back stitch French
knots and embellished
with buttons and beads to
create a tactile fabric
piece.



Year 4

Over the course of two weeks, we have
been lucky enough to have some very
special (and seasonal) little visitors come
into class…some lovely fluffy chicks. 

Linked to science, we have learnt about
the life cycle of a chicken and witnessed
their development from egg to hatching
into fluffy bundles of chirpy joy. 

We have kept diaries to record their
growth and note our observations. We will
miss our fluffy friends when they leave us
for their next adventure!

We have also taken part in ‘Stepping Out’ Pedestrian Training and
then had the opportunity to put into practice what we learnt. Some
of this included: driveway observation at school car park entrance,
eye contact with drivers at the pedestrian crossings, looking over
shoulders at the T- junction, remembering to stop again at the edge
of the parked cars and most important to always remember to…
Stop, Look, Listen and Think!



The John Cole Poetry Competition.
 

This year’s poetry competition was held remotely. Each child in the
school was challenged to learn the poem ‘A Smile’. They then

performed this to their class to find a class winner.
 

Judges then viewed a recording of the class winners and voted for the
following year group winners:

Year 3 – Jake in 3ST, Year 4 – Matida in 4RG, Year 5 - Martha in 5JC and
Year 6 – Lilli in 6LS.

Martha was the runner-up in the whole school and Lilli was the winner!
Well done to everyone who took part!

 



We took part in a live online event where famous authors (such as Michael
Morpurgo) discussed their books, read us extracts and told us what inspired

them.
 

Also, we welcomed the Scholastic Book Fair in our Studio. All pupils were given
the chance to look at the array of books and create their own wish list. Many

thanks to Mrs Cull for organising this!
 

As part of this, pupils had the opportunity to enter a book mark competition for
the chance to win a £5 voucher to spend at the Book Fair, and everyone

received a £1 World Book Day book token.
The 4 lucky competition winners were:

Freya 3EL
Matilda 4RG (who was the overall winner receiving a voucher totalling £10)

Keira 5IR
Paige 6JL

 
Well done to all!

World Book Day is celebrating its silver
anniversary this year. To acknowledge this,

pupils were given the opportunity to dress up
as a book character from the last 25 years.

World Book Day



As we start our design and technology topic,
the children have been busy product testing
different soups and will be designing and
making their own very soon. We can’t wait to
see their new creations and hear their (and
your) feedback!

Year 5
We have had a very busy start to 2022 in
Year 5. We have delved into the Ancient
Greek world and have studied a variety of
myths – we even performed some of
these to the rest of the class! From this,
we are writing our own tales based on
the story of King Midas.

At the start of term, we became
archaeologists and discovered
artefacts from thousands of years
ago. The children had to make
predictions and think about how
the items would have been used.
There were some surprising
revelations from the objects we
explored!

In science we have moved on from the sights
of outer space and are now looking at living
things. We have begun by studying the 7 life
processes and are now looking in depth at the
structure and processes of plants. We have
been learning lots of new vocabulary to go
along side our findings.



Year 6
In year 6, the children have been busy

planning, designing, creating, and

evaluating their very own cushions in their

Design & Technology lessons. The teachers

were all so impressed with the

resourcefulness and creativity of the

children to ensure that they were as

creative as they could be with the resources

available to them, promoting the message of

reduce, reuse, and recycle. The children

developed new skills such and stitch

techniques such as the invisible stich and

the running stitch. The teachers learned

plenty from the children too. Mr Jones was

even able to learn how to thread a needle!

In Outdoor Learning, the children have been creating an assault

course using natural resources. They were encouraged to explore

how to display instructions (for example - ‘hop’ in sticks or ‘5

spins’ with sticks and leaves). They collaborated in small teams

before working as a class to create one assault course, which they

all thoroughly enjoyed taking part in.


